4	'The Margramate of Brandenburg.
Roman Empire, she grew up amid the decay of the Romano-
German Empire. Her development may be traced step by
The king- steP fr°m t^ie very beginning, and some slight
dom of knowledge of it is necessary for a right under-
Pmssia. standing of her position at the time of the
accession of Frederick the Great The present chapter
contains a short account of the Margraviate of Branden-
burg and of the Duchy of East Prussia, the union of
which in the seventeenth century gave birth to the
modern Prussian kingdom.
The early history of Brandenburg is the history of
a German colony planted in the midst of a foreign race,
of an outpost guarding the north-eastern frontier of the
Empire. The year 928 is given as the date of its founda-
tion. In that year the Emperor, or rather, to speak
correctly, the German king, Henry the Fowler, marching
in winter across the frozen bogs, took Brannibor, a<strong-
Brai nibor ^°^ °f ^ Wends,a tl''l^e °^ Sclavonian origin
and'the Or inhabiting the lands between the Elbe and the
, Wends. Baltic. The Wends were a barbarous heathen
race, and very troublesome neighbours to the more
civilised dwellers in the Empire; so Henry appointed a
margrave (Markgraf or Warden of the Marches) to hold
them in check and keep order along his frontier. The
first head-quarters of the margrave was Salzwedel, a place
on the German side of the Elbe, about sixty miles to the
north-west of Brannibor, or Brandenburg as it was after-
wards called.
It was not till two centuries later, when the Wends
Albert the had been brought into tolerable subjection,
grave and1" t*iat t^ie margraves took up their residence at
Elector of Brandenburg. The first of them who did so
burg^Sao- was Albert, Count of Ascanien1 and Ballen-
7°-	stadt, surnamed the Bear from the device on
his shield.    From Albert's time onwards the Margrave

